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State Republicans to launch their own plan to help rural
Wisconsin

After largely ignoring Governor Tony Evers’ package of
bills aimed at courting rural Wisconsin, Republicans
respond with a "big and bold" package of their own.

As we reported in Condenser last month, Governor
Evers’ $8.5 million plan includes eight bills that he says
would help farmers diversify their products, and adds
state staff to help address the rising rate of suicides
among farmers. Some farmers say his plan misses the
mark because it does not address pricing and milk
surplus.

In his 2020 State of the State address, Governor Evers called for a Special Session to take place on
Tuesday, January 28, but leaders of the Republican-controlled legislature declined, saying they would
review the proposals.

Assembly Speaker Robin Vos (R-Rochester) this week says they have a bigger and better proposal that
includes some of Evers’ bills, and other legislation already in the works– all aimed at assisting
Wisconsin's struggling agriculture industry. Vos said the package would be “significantly bigger” than the
Governor’s $8.5 million plan.

Speaking to reporters, Evers urged lawmakers to move past political games and take action on his
proposals. "We're past the time of saying who's in charge, who's getting the support, who's getting the
credit—that's just baloney," Evers said. "We need to move forward—our farmers need us." Helping
Wisconsin’s agriculture industry was a key theme of Evers’ 2020 State of the State speech. His 2019
remarks focused largely on health care expansion and education spending and made no mention of
farmers, agriculture, or rural Wisconsin, specifically.

“Republicans in the Senate have said since the start that we’re all ears when it comes to plans that help
farmers," Senate Majority Leader Scott Fitzgerald (R-Juneau) said. "We’re taking an all-of-the-above
approach as a caucus and are continuing to review all the bills in front of us as we look to address the
special session call.”

It’s no coincidence that the courtship of rural Wisconsin comes at a time when farming communities are
likely to once again have a big impact on the outcome of the November election. 

In what some could call a “one-upping” attempt by each party, the effort to make a real impact and assist
those struggling in the state agriculture industry is long overdue. 

The Republican proposals, which Vos says will offer more immediate relief, are expected to be released
by the end of the week. Republican lawmakers say they may include a targeted tax credit and health
insurance deduction options for farmers.



The Public Service Commission (PSC) of Wisconsin voted unanimously to approve the Badger State
Solar facility project, with the entire 149 MW renewable energy output purchased by Dairyland Power.

At its open meeting last week, the PSC approved the issuance of a Certificate of Public Convenience and
Necessity, following completion of the regulatory review.

Badger State Solar will generate enough renewable energy to power more than 20,000 homes.

“Diversifying our energy resources is a top priority at Dairyland and Badger State Solar will add
substantial renewable energy to our portfolio,” said Rob Palmberg, Dairyland vice president, external and
member Relations. “The Commission’s decision supports Dairyland’s commitment to a sustainable future,
benefiting our cooperative membership and the environment.”

The solar energy facility will be located on private land in Jefferson County, WI. The project is expected to
bring hundreds of construction jobs to the area.

Dairyland and Ranger Power announced the proposed project in March of last year. Construction is
expected to begin in 2021, and commercial operation should begin in 2022.

Renewables expected to exceed natural gas in electric
generation by 2045

Energy Information Administration releases “Annual Energy Outlook 2020”

It is no surprise that the share of renewables in
U.S. electric generation has been rapidly rising,
and the use of coal is on the decline, but federal
energy officials project renewable will also eclipse
natural gas after 2045.

Lisa Capuano, head of the Energy Information
Administration, said at a January 29 briefing in
Washington, D.C., that “Renewables are the
fastest-growing source of electricity generation as
cost declines make them economically
competitive beyond the expiration of existing
federal and state policy supports.” 

Capuano detailed a report that projects renewables’ share will double from 19 percent in 2019 to 38
percent in 2050, led mostly by solar and wind. Meanwhile, natural gas is expected to remain flat at 36
percent in 2050 from 37 percent in 2019. Last year, EIA projected renewables at 31 percent of total
generation and natural gas at 39 percent in 2050.

The report also projects U.S. electricity demand to grow by about 1 percent per year on average through
2050. Also, in spite of the increase in renewables, total carbon dioxide emissions are expected to resume
“modest” growth in the 2030s, mostly from the transportation and industrial sectors. However, carbon
emissions are expected to be 4 percent lower in 2015 than they were last year. Wind generation will see
the most growth in the West and Midwest, while solar generation will see the most growth in the
Southeast.

Bold efforts to cut emissions in transportation would be
devastating to some farmers

Democratic candidates for president are pitching bold ideas aimed at reducing emissions in the
transportation industry, which could have a major impact on the domestic biofuel industry in Wisconsin
and the Midwest.

If you’ve been watching the recent debates, you may be aware that each of the top Democratic
candidates supports banning cars that run on gasoline.

PSC approves Ranger Power’s Badger State Solar facility
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https://www.eia.gov/outlooks/aeo/


Mayor Pete Buttigieg, who at press time was holding a slim lead from the Iowa Caucus, says he supports
a 2035 electric car mandate, and expansion of the multi-billion dollar electric vehicle (EV) subsidy
program that critics say unfairly favors the wealthy.

Senators Bernie Sanders and Elizabeth Warren want all transportation to be electric within 10 years, and
they support spending trillions on grants and trade-in incentives for those who switch to EVs. Under either
plan, there would be no new gas or diesel-powered cars for sale in America after 2030.

Former Vice President Biden wants fuel economy standards to require 100 percent of passenger cars to
be zero-emission (mostly electric vehicles), and he also supports resurrecting EV tax credits.

EVs do not run on ethanol. Under these policies, no new cars would use biofuels such as ethanol or
biodiesel, which means less demand for corn and soybeans.

Wisconsin’s nine ethanol plants produce more than 500 million gallons a year, making Wisconsin the
ninth-largest ethanol producing state in the country. Ethanol production in Wisconsin generates $4.2
billion in economic activity, resulting in 19,000 jobs with $982 million in wages, and generates $306
million in taxes.

Beneficial electrification of the transportation sector, of course, would mean an increase in electric sales
for cooperatives, but candidates touting the economic benefits of aggressive transportation policies may
want to take a closer look at the inevitable losses that will impact area farmers before moving forward
with a bold plan.

Co-ops Vote!

Please remember to cast your ballot in the upcoming spring primary election
which takes place February 18.

On the ballot:

7th Congressional District (seat vacated by Rep. Sean Duffy, who
resigned)*
• Tricia Zunker (D)
• Lawrence Dale (D)
• Tom Tiffany (R)
• Jason Church (R)

*Winners from each party face off in the special election on May 12.

Wisconsin's 7th Congressional District includes Ashland, Barron, Bayfield,
Burnett, Clark, Douglas, Florence, Forest, Iron, Langlade, Lincoln, Marathon, Oneida, Polk, Price, Rusk,
Sawyer, St. Croix, Taylor, Vilas, and Washburn counties. Portions of Chippewa, Jackson, Juneau,
Monroe, and Wood counties are also in the district.

Supreme Court Justice (non-partisan)**
• Daniel Kelly (incumbent)
• Jill Karofsky
• Ed Fallone

**Top two face off in the general election on April 7.

The presidential primary is also April 7.
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https://www.vote.coop/


MacKenzie Yarbrough (Central Wisconsin Electric Cooperative) and Zachary Taylor (Vernon
Electric Cooperative) display a shirt signed by all parties who participated in the “Partners for a
Brighter Tomorrow” project, which brought electricity to an impoverished village in Guatemala for
the first time. Yarbrough and Taylor are two of the linemen who worked on the project. The shirt
was auctioned at WECA’s Education and Lobby Days, and raised nearly $3,000 for NRECA
International from Chippewa Valley Electric Cooperative.

Customer service program inspires participants to up their game

Dozens of electric cooperative customer and
members service reps attended “First Class
Customer Service with a Heart” programs in Eau
Claire and Friendship (Adams-Columbia Electric
Cooperative) this week.

Craig Muchison, customer service strategist, coach,
and trainer with FPC Services served as the
instructor of the program. Muchison has 19 years of
co-op experience, working as a customer service
rep and managing customer service teams in
Georgia and Colorado. He started FPC Services in 2017 to pursue his passion of coaching and
development.

Muchison engaged attendees with lessons is how best to apply empathy and approach challenging
situations. Participants learned new strategies to minimize negative customer interactions, and turn
irritated customers from foe to friend.

Those in attendance had a very positive response to the event, and the program was highly rated among
attendees.

Feedback from participants:

“I think everyone in the workplace should attend to this meeting, we all deal with our members inside
work and outside of work.”

“I really enjoyed the entire program. I felt engaged all day. He was an excellent speaker.”
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“Craig did an excellent job!!! Was reassuring & helpful on many ways on communicating with our
members.”

Keep an eye out for future programs in the works with Craig Muchison!

Job Market
AMI (Advanced Metering Infrastructure) Technician—Westby, WI

Vernon Electric Cooperative, headquartered in Westby, Wisconsin has an immediate opening for an AMI
(Advanced Metering Infrastructure) Technician. This individual would provide assistance in resolving
technical and operational issues related to metering, load management equipment, analyzing,
researching and investigating service voltage issues. Technician works with Meter Data Management
(MDM), Automated Metering Infrastructure (AMI), and Customer Information System (CIS) data to create
and provide reports and analyses for use in improving efficiency of Cooperative operations.

Associate or bachelor’s degree in related technical field is required. Software or database administration
is preferred. Closely related and progressively responsible job experience may substitute for all or a
portion of the educational requirement.

Knowledge of the National Information Services Cooperative (NISC) software and the ability to make
inquires for a variety of information including but not limited to pole inventory and account information are
beneficial. Knowledge of word processing, spread sheet, internet software is required. Must have the
ability to quickly adjust to a variety of changing software applications.

Vernon Electric Cooperative is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To apply, please e-mail a
cover letter, resume and a minimum of three professional references to employment@vernonelectric.org.
A full job description is available at www.vernonelectric.org.

Applications will be accepted until position is filled.
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